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Preface 

The Second Berlin Workshop on Scientometrics and Informetrics „Collabora-
tion in Science and in Technology“ was held at the Free University of Berlin on
September 1. – 3., 2000. It was followed by the First COLLNET Meeting on
September 4th with overall 61 participants from 17 countries. The Second Berlin
Workshop was a continuation of the First Berlin Workshop on Scientometrics
and Informetrics „Collaboration in Science“ which was held in August 1998 at
the Institute for Library Science of the Humboldt University of Berlin1 and orga-
nised by the Association for Science Studies2. Details of the Second Berlin Work-
shop (Program, Abstracts) and of COLLNET (members, projects, publications)
can be found in the Internet under http://www.collnet.de.

Why put on a special conference on “Collaboration in Science and in Tech-
nology”?

An increase in national and international cooperation in science and in tech-
nology – linked to an increasing necessity to investigate that process – was
already reflected in the previous years in the International Conferences on Scien-
tometrics and Informetrics. Eight years ago only a handful of scientists partici-
pating in the 4th International Conference on Scientometrics and Informetrics
in Berlin 1993 dealt with the subject As a result no session was organised on
„Collaboration“ or „Cooperation“. Its growing importance became increasingly
visible at the next international conferences in Chicago 1995, Jerusalem 1997,
and Colima (Mexico) 1999. 

As a consequence, informal discussion groups came together more often at
international conferences to consider topics of cooperation. The time had there-
fore come to organise special conferences and at the same time to found a global
interdisciplinary research network focussed on „Collaboration in Science and in
Technology“: COLLNET. It now comprises about 50 members from 20 coun-

1. Institut für Bibliothekswissenschaft der Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin (see also web page at
http://www.ib.hu-berlin.de).

2. Gesellschaft für Wissenschaftsforschung, Berlin (http://www.wissenschaftsforschung.de)
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tries. The members intend firstly to investigate cooperative processes in order to
gain scientific insights into the organisation of research and development and
also to generate possible applications for research and technology policy. Cooper-
ation is not only a matter of research, however, but also of the actual practice of
members.

More than 35 of the COLLNET members took part in both the Second Ber-
lin Workshop and the First COLLNET Meeting. Their educational backgrounds
range from mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, medicine, to science his-
tory, social sciences, and psychology. Among them are directors of large science
sponsoring or science consulting institutions, e.g., the National Institute for Sci-
ence, Technology and Development Studies (NISTADS), New Delhi, as well as
organisers of the International Conferences on Scientometrics und Informetrics,
board members of the International Society for Scientometrics and Informetrics
(ISSI) and of the German Society for Psychology3, and members of the Editorial
Board of the international journal Scientometrics.

The Second COLLNET Meeting was held in February 2001 at the National
Institute of Science, Technology and Development Studies (NISTADS) in New
Delhi, which followed the international workshop on „Emerging Trends in Sci-
ence & Technology Indicators: Aspects of Collaboration“. The Third COLL-
NET Meeting was held in connection with the 8th International Conference on
Scientometrics and Informetrics in July 2001 in Sydney.

During the Second Berlin Workshop the discussion on interdisciplinary and
intercultural aspects of collaboration led to the decision to go beyond quantita-
tive research to include perspectives related to qualitative research in order to
strengthen the interdisciplinary character of COLLNET. 

Against the background of different, sometimes conflicting methodological
cultures of the members, the discussions between „quantitative“ and „qualita-
tive“ scientists and technology experts can be characterised as constructive and
fruitful. We hope that the Workshops as well as the COLLNET Meetings will
stimulate common projects and publications – that is presuming that the confer-
ences can be continued. 

At the Second Berlin Workshop 44 contributions were presented, some of
them as posters. The workshop organisers had offered all contributors two
options: to submit the paper to a special issue of Scientometrics or – if they felt
that it does not fit into the profile of Scientometrics – they could contribute the
paper – or a more or less extended abstract of it – to this book. Some papers,
which are included in the Scientometrics issue, will also appear in the book.

3. Deutsche Gesellschaft für Psychologie
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Neither the Workshop nor the COLLNET Meeting would have been a success
without the support of the following institutions which we are indebted to:

– Freie Universität Berlin,
– Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (Bonn),
– Eugene Garfield Foundation (Philadelphia, USA),
– ALTUS Analytics AG (Berlin),
– Gesellschaft für Wissenschaftsforschung e.V., Berlin, and,
– Town of Hohen Neuendorf.

Berlin and Munich,  August 2001                                                           The editors.


